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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Bill  

SUBMISSION FROM Simon Pepper 

a) Debate over the 90% reduction target has become a semantic tangle.  A target is a 
target, not a commitment. It's about ambition. There is no good reason to reduce our 
ambition from a net-zero target, especially as we've got 32 years left to improve our 
aim to hit the bull's eye with those last few percentage points.   
 
b) Early action is worth much more than late action, because it is more accessible to 
accountability, it sets a powerful example and it reduces the stock of harmful gases 
in the atmosphere. So the early interim targets are a more important issue.  
 
c) BECCS options are controversial, but recent research shows the situation to be 
too urgent to allow us the luxury of leaving them till later if needed. Scotland should 
take Prof Pete Smith's advice and go for BECCS options without delay. 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/guest-post-how-use-of-land-in-pursuit-of-1-5c-could-
impact-biodiversity  
 
d) Influencing the culture: The SG publication of a “Land Rights and Responsibilities 
Statement” See  http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0052/00525166.pdf offers an 
interesting and useful model for a similar Statement on climate - positive, 
constructive and laying the foundations for justified further interventions if required 
to influence people's behaviour.  
 
The following is my suggested draft for a new “Climate Rights and Responsibilities 
Statement” based on the above:  
 
Six Principles: 
1. The overall framework of climate rights, responsibilities and public policies should 
promote, fulfil and respect relevant human rights everywhere and for all time in 
relation to the climate. The framework should contribute to public interest and 
wellbeing, support a sustainable economy, protect and enhance the environment, 
help achieve social justice and build a fairer society, in Scotland and internationally. 
2. Future generations throughout the world have a right to live in an unimpaired 
climate; each generation has a responsibility to uphold and safeguard this right. 
3. Scotland’s responsibility for emission reductions should be in direct relation to 
our role, throughout our own development story, in causing the problem. 
4.The framework of climate responsibilities in Scotland should ensure that every 
citizen has a responsibility to play their own part in emission reductions, each 
according to the scale of their emissions. High emission choices should be 
penalised. 
5.There should be improved transparency of information about emissions of different 
sectors and the rates of reduction being achieved, and this should be publicly 
available, clear and contain relevant detail. 
6.Collaboration and community engagement in decisions about emission reductions 
should be a central feature of public policy and climate-related investment. 
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e) Actions and behaviours: the Committee invites “ideas and views on what actions 

and behaviour change will be required of individuals and organisations”: I suggest 

travel behaviours are a key proxy for climate behaviours generally, but they show 

least sign of change. The worst of all (and the most damaging) is air travel.  

So I personally commit to and recommend the following individual air travel 

behaviour, reflecting a degree of challenge which is appropriate to the crisis we face: 

mainland UK: never – no justification on any grounds 

overseas (Europe) max once a year – seldom justified on cost/time-saving grounds 

overseas (beyond Europe) max once in 20 years – very seldom justified, especially 

with Skype/Facetime/Facebook alternatives to maintain contacts etc. 

I suggest organisations should be encouraged to examine their current pattern and 

show a similar level of radical ambition to reduce the climate footprint of their air 

travel behaviour.  

If this proposal seems shockingly radical, that is only because our culture has so far 

failed to grasp the enormity of the climate challenge we face. It’s time we made much 

more rapid progress. 


